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to the ears of busy secretaries and preoccupied capi-
talists; holding soldiers and sailors in animated argu-
ment in the antechambers of noble lords. The annexa-
tion of Portugal was the great Spanish Illusion. It
looked so easy to the dull bigot of Madrid; but it was
impossible. It was largely instrumental in bringing
about the downfall of the Spanish empire. Portugal
was indeed the Achilles heel of Spain from 1580 to the
end of Elizabeth's life. By some singular twist of des-
tiny, the political map of Europe, which has changed so
much and so often in the last seven hundred years, has
had one enduring frontier. Portugal, after extraordi-
nary vicissitudes, is still Portugal, with many of her
ancient heritages in distant seas.
In antagonizing an energetic and powerful community
like the Portuguese merchants and seamen Spain re-
vealed a stupidity characteristic of an arrogant and
aristocratic government It was, from the point of \Tiew
of foreign politics, an amazing piece of folly. It led
the English corsairs straight into the harbours of Spain,
It gave them the valid excuse they needed for attacking
the Don in every quarter of the globe. The millions
taken out of Spanish bottoms in the last twenty years
of the sixteenth century were a heavy price to pay for
the tenuous hold of Spain upon the possessions of Don
Antonio. And Martin Frobisher, like many another
seaman on whom England leaned heavily a few years
later, was glad to sail as a mercenary to harry the King
of Spain on behalf of the Prior of Crate*